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Start with us. Grow with us. 
Graduate with us! 
 
CCUSD School Front Offices – Safety Update 
All seven CCUSD school site front offices will be getting safety 
updates.  Black Mountain Elementary School’s front office will 
be the prototype for these safety updates.  BMES was 
remodeled over a year ago and the front entrance was 
remodeled in anticipation of adding security to the 
administrative area.   
 
The two side doors are now locked and can only be accessed 
by a key or by being buzzed in.  The bullet-proof glass partitions 
are 7’6” high – the glass does not go all the way up to the ceiling, 
but would prevent anyone from jumping the counter.  There has 
been a “transaction tray” added (similar to a bank) so that 
identification can be slipped through.   
 
At the August 13, 2018, CCUSD Governing Board Meeting, Mr. 
Don Brubaker of One! Architecture, gave the Board an update 
on the safety measures being taken.  He advised the Board that 
building codes will be changing due to enhanced safety 
measures – they will begin to include proper exiting, panic 
hardware, fire protection, just to name a few, for educational 
facilities.  The new building codes will start being enforced 
beginning 2021.   
(continued on page 6) 

A note from the 
Superintendent… 
Dear CCUSD Parents, Community and Staff, 
 
Our schools are off to a fantastic start!  Thank you to 
our families who have attended open houses and 
curriculum nights, as well as purchased needed 
additional supplies for our classrooms and students.  
Despite the very hot and muggy weather, it has been 
wonderful to see you and meet some of you as you 
visited our schools. 
 
September brings the end of our monsoon season 
(hopefully sooner than later) and some important dates 
to add to your calendar:   

• Labor Day—No School, Sept. 3rd 
• Teacher Professional Development K-12 

Early Release Days on Sept. 10th & 19th  
• Teacher Professional Development K-12—No 

School on Sept. 20th 
• Fall Break—No School on Sept. 21st 
• CSHS Homecoming Parade—Sept. 29th 

through the Town of Cave Creek, 10am 
Also, come visit the Kiwanis Marketplace in Cave 
Creek on Saturday, Sept. 8th where Sonoran Trails 
Middle School will be showcased and greeting all who 
visit from 9am to noon.  Kiwanis of Carefree is the 
largest contributor to our schools through grants made 
possible by the sales at the Marketplace.  Come out to 
the Marketplace and pay it forward. 
 
I look forward to seeing you in our schools! 
Sincerely, 
 

Debbi Burdick 
Debbi Burdick 

DON’T FORGET TO VOTE ON NOVEMBER 6, 2018  

                      Dr. Debbi Burdick, Superintendent 

 

https://www.ccusd93.org/
https://www.ccusd93.org/
http://recorder.maricopa.gov/web/elections.aspx
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Cactus Shadow Alum – What are they doing 
now? 
Brandi Adkins (CSHS '10). While at CSHS, Brandi 
was on the Varsity Pom team freshman to senior years. 
After graduating CSHS, she went on to dance for 
Disney Cruise Lines for a year and was at the Hong 
King Disney Land Resort for over 3 years where, 
among other things, she danced in their Lion King 
show. Brandi moved back to Phoenix in 2016 and 
became a registered yoga teacher. Now she will begin 
her rookie season on the Phoenix Suns Dance Team!  
  

Cactus Shadows’ Hayley Smith… 
 
This past Summer, CSHS junior, Hayley Smith, 
represented Cactus Shadows as part of the Phoenix 
Children’s Chorus’ Encore choir.  She toured with this 
choir to Australia in June and sang with them in the 
Sydney Opera House!  The tour also included 
exchanges with the Colorado Youth Symphony, the 
Royal School for the Deaf & Blind, the Australian Girls 
Chorus and several Australian churches and schools.  
  
Throughout the tour, choristers are expected to serve 
as global ambassadors for their schools, the state of 
AZ and the U.S., sharing their deep sense of pride in 
their local communities and promoting appreciation and 
support of the performing arts.   
 
They audition students from over 200 schools Valley-
wide and the 400 students who are accepted are 
placed into 6 different choirs.  About 70 of those 
students audition into the top high school choir called 
Encore; and this, along with the top middle school 
choir, is who toured Australia this past summer.   
 
These same 2 choirs receive the opportunity to tour 
locally, regionally or internationally every summer and 
most of the students (including Hayley) fundraise on 
weekends throughout the school year to pay for their 
tours - so they work very hard at both their music and 
their “jobs” paying for the tour.  
 
Thank you for representing Cactus Shadows High 
School, Hayley! 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Cactus Shadows Lady Falcon Golf… 
 
Cactus Shadows Lady Falcons Golf Team beat the Notre 
Dame Saints by 26 shots at McDowell Mountain Golf 
Course. The team was led by Izzy Cantwell (‘19), Emily 
Shimkus (‘20), and a solid performance by Shanna 
Schuckman (‘21). They are now the number one ranked 
team in the state.  The following week, the Lady Falcons 
participated in the Nighthawk Invitational in Tucson.  The 
ladies came in 2nd, with Kylee Lowe getting a hole in one 
on her last hole.  This past week, the Lady Falcons 
continued their winning streak with victories over Deer 
Valley and Saguaro.  The girls were led by Heather 
Barclay (’21), Audrey Coleman (’19), and Savannah 
Hour (’20). Two other teammates, Avery Lombardo (’20) 
and Ashley Marcum (’21) competed in their first Lady 
Falcons match.   
 
Cactus Shadows Falcon Golf… 
Cactus Shadows Falcons Boys Golf Team had their first 
two wins of the season. The Falcons defeated Seton 
Catholic and Combs. Peyton Richardson led all scorers 
with an impressive 1 under par, followed by Jacob 
Tarkany who shot even par and Jack Homer and Alex 
Herkamp with 1 over.  
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Sonoran Trails Middle School Campaign Day at 
Kiwanis Marketplace… 
Come shop till you drop at Kiwanis Marketplace (6535 E Cave 
Creek Rd, Cave Creek, AZ 85331) on Saturday, September 
8th beginning at 9am for STMS Campaign Day.  Check out 
STMS’ welcome table as you enter the Marketplace and see 
why STMS is an A+ School of Excellence!   
 
 

 

Chinese Sister Student Delegation Arrives in Cave Creek Schools 
 
Forty (40) Chinese middle and high school students from Yichang, Hubei Province in China completed their 
inaugural trip to the USA on August 16-20, 2018. The Chinese students (ages 13-17) arrived in Cave Creek 
School District to meet face to face with their host families. The Chinese students attended Sonoran Trails Middle 
School and Cactus Shadows High School with their CCUSD host students,  taking math quizzes, participating in 
dance class and even going to French class. The evening event led them to experience a win at the first Cactus 
Shadows High School home football game of the season against Carl Hayden HS and a great group photo on 
the 50-yard line during the halftime show.  Cristina Ladas, CCUSD’s World Language Coordinator said, “Cave 
Creek doesn’t just do a great job teaching languages from kinder on up, we also develop the multicultural aspect 
of learning languages with sister school projects like this one.” 
 
The Chinese high school principal and teachers from both the middle and high school in China led the delegation 
and spent a day touring the Cave Creek schools that teach Chinese (Cactus Shadows High School, Sonoran 
Trails Middle School, Horseshoe Trails Elementary and Lone Mountain Elementary). A USA-China signing 
ceremony between the high school principals renewed the partnership that began several years ago when the 
first Chinese guest teacher came to Sonoran Trails Middle School to teach for one year through a program 
sponsored in part by the U.S. Department of State.  “We had a fantastic time with the boys from China! It was 
very fun to share our food, culture, and sights with them and learn about their culture as well,” said one hosting 
parent. 
 
The weekend was full of trips to Sedona, Lake Pleasant, even the Grand Canyon as CCUSD host families went 
above and beyond to show their Chinese students how to have a great time in the desert. There were tears and 
hugs goodbye and invitations for the CCUSD students to make the trip to Yichang, China so they could return 
the favor.  Dr. Debbi Burdick said, “What a fantastic opportunity for not only our Chinese visitors but our CCUSD 
middle and high school students to host students from across the globe.  The Yichang Sister School partnerships 
provide our schools with an expanse of opportunities and experiences for our CCUSD world language learners.” 
 
Visit CCUSD’s Facebook page for pictures. 
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Cactus Shadows’ Kevin Brady… 
 
Cactus Shadows Band Director, Kevin Brady, was 
featured this past month in Images Arizona Magazine.  
Check him out:  https://imagesarizona.com/strike-up-
the-band/?platform=hootsuite  
 

APS #SupplyMyClass awards… 
 
Congratulations to: Ms. Fox (DSA), Mrs. Paul (DSA) Ms. 
Michalizysen (DSA); Ms. Wheatley (HTES) , Mr. 
Washburn (HTES), Ms. Guerriero (STMS) and Mr. 
Langley (STMS)! Each of these teachers received a $500 
Visa recognition card for their classroom. 
 
Supply My Class kicked off on July 16th and has awarded 
$500 Visa recognition cards for school supplies to 
thousands of Arizona teachers.  Winners are being 
randomly drawn each Friday through August 31. 
 
Superintendent Burdick added “APS’ Supply My Class 
program is a huge opportunity for our teachers at the 
beginning of the school year when they refresh their 
classrooms for the new school year and purchase 
materials to enhance the learning of their students.  Thank 
you, APS, for recognizing the need and donating much 
needed classroom dollars.” 
 

Coffee & Conversation with the 
Superintendent… 
 
The first Coffee & Conversation of the 2018-19 school year 
with the Superintendent will be on Friday, September 14, 
from 9:30-10:30am at Black Mountain Elementary 
School, 33606 N. 60th Street, Scottsdale.  This is an 
informal meeting with the Superintendent to ask questions 
or to just come and enjoy a cup of coffee.  Please RSVP 
to jscotto@ccusd93.org by September 10, 2018.      
 

Donors Choose projects – FUNDED… 
 
Desert Sun Academy’s Christine Huguley – also 
CCUSD’s Teacher of the Year – Donors Choose project 
was funded.  She received a new horseshoe table that 
will allow her to facilitate small group reading instruction 
and will also serve as another option for a workspace in 
her flexible seating classroom.   
 
Desert Sun Academy’s Kristine Paul also received 
funding for her Donors Choose project. Kristine’s recent 
Donor's Choose project that was funded will supply her 
kindergarten class with Counting Trays for one-to-one 
correspondence practice.  She will also have a wonderful 
new flexible tool for reading centers with the addition of a 
complete Learning Letters Activity Center Kit.  Finally, to 
add to her flexible seating choices, a new Flex-Space 
Student Lap Desk was part of this project to add to her 
classroom environment.  She is thrilled to have these 
new items that make a difference in the exciting days in 
Kindergarten!  
  

Welcome back… 
 

 
 

Sophie is in the 6th grade at Desert Sun Academy! 

https://imagesarizona.com/strike-up-the-band/?platform=hootsuite
https://imagesarizona.com/strike-up-the-band/?platform=hootsuite
mailto:jscotto@ccusd93.org
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Fall Enrichment classes will be active online 8/6/18. New 
classes to include Silly Science, Cooking for all ages and 
soccer is back! Our old favorites have fresh new topics!  
Please visit www.ecsforall.org ! 

 

ECS Enrichment: 
 
The fall catalog with new, exciting listings of fall semester 
offerings is online and distributed to the schools. Our last 
year’s favorites and brand new classes are open for 
registration on www.cavecreek.ce.eleyo.com. New 
classes include Silly Science, Cooking for all ages and 
soccer.  Our old favorites have fresh new topics to 
explore! From preschool children to adults, we hope your 
family enjoys the new mix of opportunities! 
For instructions on how to register, visit 
ecsforall.org/register. 
 
Complete fall information can be found at 
www.ecsforall.org. Please call the ECS Office 480-
575-2440 for further assistance.  
 
Child’s Play Preschool: 
 
We are offering new and exciting enrichment classes for 
preschool starting in September. 
 

• Young Rembrandt’s starts 9/5/18 
• Pee Wee Tennis starts 9/12/18 
• ABC’s of sports starts 9/17 (2-3 year olds, 

requires parent participation) 
 

We are still accepting preschool registration and is on-
line on our Eleyo system.  Registration fee and August 
2018 tuition is required at the time of registration.  
 
Birth certificate and Immunization record are also 
required to process and accept your child’s 
registration.   Children must be 3 by August 1, 2018 
and potty-trained (Diapers/pull-ups are not 
allowed).    
(Birth Certificates are required for new students only and 
Immunization records are required for new and returning 
students. 
 
The online registration link is 
www.cavecreek.ce.eleyo.com. For instructions on how 
to register, visit ecsforall.org/register. For up-to-date 
ECS activity, follow our Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/cavecreekecs.  
 

Kid’s Club: 

We are looking for fun, dependable Program Leaders to 
work part time at all elementary locations.  
Want to earn extra money? Homework Teacher needed for 
Lone Mountain Elementary. Monday through Thursday. 
Competitive hourly rate. 
 
Returning for 2018-2019 Kid’s Club Night Owls! Easy  
Online Registration! Fun Themes! 

• September 14 – It’s a Messtival!! 
• October 12—Monster Mash 

 
Your kids will have a fun, safe place to hang out with 
friends while the adults have a chance for some time 
alone or with friends. 
 
Dinner, snacks, activities, crafts and games included!  
 
Night Owl is offered at all 5 elementary school locations. 
Please call ECS at 480-575-2440 for more information. 
 

 

Lone Mountain Elementary School - Preschool 
students read Pete The Cat, "Rocking in my School 
Shoes". After the story, the students created their own 
version of Pete The Cat. 

 

http://www.ecsforall.org/
http://www.ecsforall.org/
http://www.cavecreek.ce.eleyo.com/
https://www.facebook.com/cavecreekecs
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DISTRICT NEWS 

On August 7th, CCUSD’s Certified Teachers were in 
attendance for the Active Shooter Awareness 
presentation that provided valuable information to 
identify threats and red flags, as well as reviewing 
CCUSD's emergency response plan and what to do in 
an active shooter situation. 
 
The training follows the Run, Hide, Fight guidelines 
and assists in preparation for planning and practice in 
the event of a crisis situation at work or in the public 
domain. The training also covered working with the 
police department and public safety for best practices 
in a crisis situation. 
 
Thank you Officer Glenn, Scottsdale P.D. and 
CCUSD parent, for the training. 
 

 
 

 

(continued from page 1) 
 
CCUSD School Front Offices – Safety Update 
Lone Mountain and Horseshoe Trails will have counters 
similar to BMES and there may be an opportunity to add 
doors.   
 
Cactus Shadows has started updating security by adding 
the doors between the columns in the breezeway.  There 
may also be a door added closer to the principal’s office.   
 
Desert Willow may have to have their counter reworked for 
shape and location.  Desert Sun and Sonoran Trails may 
also have doors added.   
 
The glazing film will be added to some existing windows to 
protect against bullet impact. This work can be done while 
school is in session  with crews working during the evenings 
and weekends.  The goal is to get this all done by the end of 
the first semester.   
 

Black Mountain Elementary Safety Upgrade 
BEFORE: 

 
 
AFTER 
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Are you participating in the Superintendent’s Challenge… 
CCUSD 5th-12th graders…Have you accepted the Superintendent’s Challenge?  Click here for 2018-19 
information and for a list of volunteer opportunities! 
 
STMS Snack Shack – Volunteers needed from 2-2:10pm until 3pm for setup.  Contact Jacqueline Olmert 
jolmert@hotmail.com or Brian Bunkers brianbunkers@me.com   Signup Genius link:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054aa4a623a5f58-snack 
 
Foothills Caring Corps:  All volunteers must be 18 years or older or have a parent who 
will accompany them.  Foothills Caring Corps is a local non-profit agency that provides a variety of non-
medical services for older adults and individuals with disabling conditions through a large force of volunteers.  
FCC provides services to those living in Carefree, Cave Creek, North Scottsdale and North Phoenix.  At Foothills 
Caring Corps students would have the opportunity to be matched with our Neighbors for a variety of services.  
They could assist a Neighbor with grocery shopping, mobile meals delivery, or be matched up as a friendly visitor 
to stop in and visit with them once a week.  Many older adults also need assistance with computers or smart 
phones and could use the help of a younger person to walk them through how to use a new device.  These are 
just a few of the services Foothills Caring Corps provides!  Contact Amanda Weiler (Health Advocacy & Volunteer 
Coordinator)  amandaw@foothillscaringcorps.com to learn more. 
 

 

CCUSD is hiring… 
CCUSD is hiring for the following positions: 

• Teacher Aides at various sites 
• Para Professionals at various sites 
• Classified & Certified Substitutes at various sites 
• Community Education has a variety of positions at 

various sites. 
 
Please apply online:  
https://ccusd93.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx 
 

 

 

https://www.ccusd93.org/Page/7297
mailto:jolmert@hotmail.com
mailto:brianbunkers@me.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054aa4a623a5f58-snack
mailto:amandaw@foothillscaringcorps.com
https://ccusd93.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx
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Governing Board Meetings 
33016 North 60th Street  
Scottsdale, AZ 6:00 p.m. 

September 17, 2018 
 

Governing Board Members 
Cynthia Weiss, President 

Kathryn Hill, Vice President 
Janet Busbee, Member 
James Rich, Member 

Mark Warren, Member 
 
 

Julia Scotto, Editor 

Community Spotlight of the Month: 
 

This month’s Community Member of the Month is DWES/STMS Parent and 
Scottsdale Police Officer, Jason Glenn.  Officer Glenn gave our opening 
professional development presentation on Safety and Active Shooter Situations 
for all of our certified teachers and administrative staff.  This is a presentation he 
has given in statewide safety conferences and we were fortunate to have him 
share this critical information with us. 

 
Do you know of a phenomenal parent(s)/grandparent(s)/community member? If so, 
send in a short paragraph and let us know what they’re doing to Inspire Excellence 
in our schools or for our District! Send your nomination to jscotto@ccusd93.org – 

they may be included in an upcoming issue of News from the Creek! 

 

 
 

Business Partner  
of the Month: 

The Business Partner of the 
Month for September is 

Mimis’s Café at Desert Ridge 
Marketplace.  General 

Manager, Alan Pasquinelli and 
Mimi’s hosted our Leadership 

Team’s opening meeting along 
with information on special 

perks for our teachers and staff.  
We received a significant group 

discount and all principals 
received 50 student certificates 
with a free meal benefit. Thank 

you, Mimi’s, for being 
generous, long-standing 

partners with the schools in AZ. 

 

For Your Information 
Cave Creek Unified Education Foundation (CCUEF)... 
Our Teachers and students need you! CCUEF is looking for committee members 
to work with the CCUEF Board of Directors in helping build community relationships 
that support our local schools with a variety of initiatives. Fund raising, volunteering 
at events, assisting in our annual Grant the District process and more. Please reach 
out to us at Info@ccuef.org and we would like to invite you to an upcoming meeting 
to hear more about how we are helping our local Cave Creek School District. Thank 
you for your support!  Please visit www.ccuef.org 
 
The award winning CSHS’ CSPress – Please visit 
www.cactusshadowscspress.com 
 
What’s happening at the Cave Creek Museum?  You can find out here:  
www.CaveCreekMuseum.org  
 
CCUSD’s Annual Report – Click here  
CCUSD’s 2017-2018 Budget Resource Guide - Click here 
CCUSD® Schools Accepting Open Enrollment – Click here 
CCUSD® Partners Page - Click here 
Desert Foothills Library information–Click here 
MedReturn Box –Drug Disposal Facility - MCSO District 4 Office, 37622 N. Cave 
Creek Road, Cave Creek, AZ. 
 

PO Box 426 – Cave Creek, AZ - 85327 

http://www.ccuef.org/
http://www.cactusshadowscspress.com/
http://www.cavecreekmuseum.org/
https://www.ccusd93.org/domain/3171
https://www.ccusd93.org/Page/725
https://www.ccusd93.org/domain/512
https://www.ccusd93.org/domain/181
http://www.desertfoothillslibrary.org/calendar.html

